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Role of experts in the Malthusian crisis of 
population growth
• Evaluating coercion on fertility (e.g. forced sterilization in India, One 

Child Policy in China)

• Positive case for or against population controls

• Normative case also matters



Malthus  and later Malthusians predicted that 
growing world population would lead to:
• Famine

• Malnutrition

• Rising Food Prices









The Malthusian catastrophe didn’t happen 
because of:
• Innovation

• Trade





World trade is 2000 times 
larger than it was in 1800,



The Normative Case Against Population 
Controls
• Evaluation of externalities to fertility decisions

• Land as a private good vs. Tragedy of the Common

• Rationality of poor people

• Revealed preference on population growth

• Coercion versus consent


